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where two catalogues of Duke Humphrey's books are printed. In the
same way the mention of Bishop Gray's library needs supplementing by
a statement that the greater part of it still remains in the possession of
Balliol College, Oxford. The record of the books collected by or tran-
scribed for the opulent scholars of the fifteenth century furnishes not the
least valuable testimony to their tastes and acquirements, and when these
books are actually in existence it is a pity that the fact should not be
noticed. Coxe's catalogue might at least have been cited.

REGINALD L. POOLE.

Caterina Sforza. Di PIEB DBSIDEEIO PASOLINI. 8 volumL
(Roma: Loescher. 1898.) .

I T is a rare pleasure to read a work at once so thorough and so spirited
as is this life of Caterina Sforza, to which Count Pasolini has obviously
devoted many years of patient labour. Research and enthusiasm do not
often go together, but Count Pasolini is inspired by local patriotism
towards the Romagna, and is supported by a feeling of hereditary loyalty.
He has ransacked all the archives, and has compiled a calendar of the
documents relating to his subject. His book is full of illustrations of all
the people and places who were connected with his heroine. The only
English book with which his volumes can be compared is Sir William
Stirling Maxwell's ' Don John of Austria.' Both are the works of men
who have spared neither pains nor money to gather all available material
and put it before their readers. Both writers are profoundly interested in
their subjects.

It must be confessed that few personages are more interesting, both in
themselves and in their surroundings, than Caterina Sforza. The rise of
the Sforza family is one of the most picturesque episodes in Italian history.
The government of Milan by Caterina's father, his tragic death, the
fortunes of his widow, the downfall of his son, and the French invasion
of which it was the ostensible cause form the turning-point in the fortunes
of Italy. Caterina's own life was connected with everything that was
most characteristic in contemporary politics. She married the nephew
of Pope Sixtus IV, and held a high place in Roman society, which, she
entered as a bride at the age of fourteen. On the death of Sixtus, when
she was only twenty-ono, she had to Tnn.infa.in the state of Forll for her
incapable husband, who was murdered four years later. It was then that
his widow displayed an amount of courage and statesmanship which
earned her a lasting reputation, and made ' Madonna di Forll' one of
the most conspicuous figures in Italian politics. She continued to
preserve her power during the French invasion, but fell a victim to
Cesare Borgia, after offering the only resistance which that adventurer
ever experienced. She was carried off as a prisoner to Rome, where she
was shut up for eighteen months in the Castle of S. Angelo, and was
only liberated when she was helpless for the future. She never recovered
her power, but ended her days in Florence in 1509, at the age of
forty-six.

Caterina Sforza was a remarkable woman, and Count Pasolini does
fall justice to her merits. Ho writes as a biographer, and does not stray
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needlessly into general topics. He has no particular lesson to teach, and
no moral to draw. He deplores the corruption of the times, and is severe
sometimes on Gaterina's enemies, but for herself he has extenuating
circumstances to plead. Yet it is impossible not to see that she reaped
what she had sown, and that the substitution of Cesare Borgia for a
number of small rulers of the same type involved no change of political
method and no deterioration of political morality. Thus during an
illness of her first husband she concocted a scheme for the murder of the
captain of the fortress of Bavaldino, of whose loyalty she was not sure.
He was treacherously assassinated, and the assassin pretended to act
on his own account, and then gave up the fortress to Caterina, who rode
out and took command, though she was gravida e grossa a la gola. The
assassination of her husband Girolamo Biario was instigated by Lorenzo
dei Medici, with the assent of Pope Innocent VIII; but Caterina by her
intrepidity prevented them from reaping the fruits of their treachery. She
obtained help from Milan, and had the skill to overawe her people, and
also to prevent the sack of the town, which seemed the natural revenge
for her husband's death. She actually became the object of popular
gratitude, because she preferred to rule over a city which was not reduced
to a heap of ruins. But however resolute Caterina might show herself in
time of danger she could not rise above her passions, and soon raised her
lover, Giacomo Feo, to a dangerous power. Caterina could not marry
without losing her position as guardian of her son; but Count Pasolini is
convinced that she secretly married Feo, though no evidence is produced.
At all events Feo behaved as undoubted master, and a Florentine envoy
was informed that ' she would rather bury herself, her children, and all
her goods, would rather give her soul to the devil and her state to the
Turk than abandon Feo.1 The Florentine looked on and took a business-
like view of the situation. He gave his opinion that Feo was hated at
Milan and at Home; so long as Caterina clung to him she would be obliged
to ally herself with Florence. But this state of things could not last long
without a catastrophe. One of three things must happen: either Caterina
would tire of Feo and have him assassinated; or Feo would have Caterina
and all her children assassinated; or her eldest son, Ottaviano Biario,
would have his mother and her lover assassinated. Politics proverbially
admit of three courses; but as a rule none of them is pursued with the
defimteness with which they are stated. Even Italian affairs in the six-
teenth century admitted of compromises, and such a compromise was
actually made. Feo went so far as to box Ottaviano's ears in public, and
Caterina was afraid to interfere. An unauthorised conspiracy was made
against Feo, and he was assassinated by private enemies, without affect-
ing Caterina's political position. But Caterina's vengeance for the death
of her lover knew no bounds. Even the wives and children of those sus-
pected of being privy to the plot were put to death with horrible cruelties.
Count Pasolini can only say that, ' sublime after the assassination of her
first husband, after the murder of her lover the figure of Caterina presents
itself as vile and ferocious.' Even Pope Alexander VI expressed himself
as shocked at such atrocities.

Howover, the political results of Caterina's good understanding with
Florence remained, and she was not long in taking as her third hua-
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band Giovanni dei Medici, to whom she bore a famous son, Giovanni delle
Bande Nere. But her eldest son, Ottaviano, was growing up, and the
period of Caterina's regency was coming to an end. She determined to keep
her power as long as possible, and refused offers of marriage for Ottaviano.
One came from the pope, who proposed the hand of Lucrezia Borgia.

1 Count Pasolini gives Caterina due credit for this refusal: Fedc politica
immutabile, he says, ma in casa, a qualunque costo, piena libcrtd morale.
It is difficult to rate Caterina's moral objections very high. She says
herself, Comprendo che il primo disegno loro sia stato di levarme da qui;
and this reason was more powerful than the desire to save her son from
the disgrace of marrying a divorced woman. But the toils of the Borgia
gathered round her; Forll was taken by Cesare in January 1500, and
Caterina at the age of thirty-seven had finished her career.

It is curious how all definite information is lacking about the actual
deeds of Alexander VI and his son. Contemporary rumour attributed
to Cesare the vilest treatment of his prisoner; but of this there is no cer-
tain knowledge, and Caterina's letters give no details of what happened to
her during her imprisonment at Borne. It would be extremely interesting
to have even a fragment of a conversation between her and Alexander VI,
but Count Pasolini has failed to discover any such record. We only know
that Caterina left S. Angelo with her spirit considerably tamed, and that
a priest of her party speaks of her escape from quelli diavoli incarnati.
The end of Co-terina's days was like that of other dispossessed sovereigns,
and was spent in vain attempts to procure her own return and to stir up
her sons to activity for that purpose.

Caterina's fame rests, after all, upon her display of personal courage.
Sanuto's description sums up all that is characteristic: Femina quasi
virago crudelissima e di gran animo. Had she been a man she would
not in that age have been specially remarkable. The wonder was that
she should combine feminine charm with manly vigour; but she certainly
possessed little feminine tenderness. A letter written by her to Ludovico il
Moro in 1406 is certainly characteristic of the moral condition of the
times. Ludovico had remonstrated with her, at the request of Giovanni
Bentivoglio, for attempting the. assassination of one of her personal
enemies who was residing at Bologna. She answers : ' To speak freely
I do not deny the truth, which is that having learned from some
servants that the said Giovanni Battista Brccchi was in Bologna, and in
the house of Messer Giovanni, for no good purpose towards me, many of
our servants came and offered either to take him alive and put him in my
hands as prisoner or to kill him. I, who had been grievously offended
by him, and who wished to have him in my hands for the greater confusion
of those who had machinated against me, did not refuse either offer. I
confess this was no good deed, as you say. But Messer Giovanni need
not express such surprise at it, but might remomber that I am made of
the same stuff as himself; for he has caused to be pursued, even into
holy places, many who have not offended him so much as Giovanni
Battista has offended me. Every one feels resentment about his own
grievances, and if he has given such tokens of resentment in his affairs it
ought not to seem to him such a novelty that I am disposed to let him know
that I am not dead yet.' There is more than masculine directness in this
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statement. On the other hand Caterina shows that she was a good house-
keeper by a receipt book of considerable size which she kept. This is a
valuable source of information about the private life of Italian ladies
of the sixteenth century, and deserves study from this point of view.
There are innumerable, prescriptions for acqua mirabile afarsi bella, as
well as for ointments and medicines against many ills of the flesh. The
investigation of domestic medicine in the past is a comparatively new
subject. An analysis of Caterina's collection for the purpose would
be of great interest. M. PETBTBUBO.

Sotuli Scaccarii Begum Scotorum. The Exchequer Bolls of Scotland.
Edited by GEOBGB BUBNETT, LL.D., Lyon King of Arms, and
M. J. G. MAOKAY, M.A., LL.D. VoL XIV. 1518-1622. (Edinburgh,
H. M. General Begister House. 1898.)

THE scantiness of ancient records in Scotland compared with the
abundance that exists in England is strangely contrasted with the far
more sumptuous style of publication adopted in the northern than in the
southern kingdom. It is well undoubtedly that Scotchmen should ;make
the most of what they have got; but surely the contents of documents
which contain an enormous amount of repetition might be very effectually
made known without publishing them all at full length in rather
unwieldy volumes. The Exchequer -Bolls of Scotland are not exactly
literature; they are only valuable for the dry facts they contain; and
these to all appearance might have been pretty well condensed into about
half the bulk of the ponderous books issued under the direction of the
Deputy Clerk Begister of Scotland. Take, for example, the accounts of
the chamberlain of Bute, which occur five times over in this single
volume and are printed at full length for five separate years. Of course
there are some differences in the particulars from year to year; but, from
the peculiar mode in which it was usual to keep such accounts in former
days, there is a vast deal of reiteration of absolutely identical statements-
First, the accountant charges himself with the arrears of his last account,
the amount of which of course is variable. But he next goes on to
charge himself with some items which are absolutely invariable and yet
are repeated from year to year, viz. certain rents in the parishes of
Eingorth and Bothesay, partly in money and partly in specific measures of
barley and oats, 'mar t s ' and quarters of a 'mart.' Then comes the
Rtatement of his expenses, a large portion of which are invariable also,
and are repeated from year to year almost exactly in the same words.
Thus the first item is the payment of two chaplains celebrating in
Bothesay Castle, who had a regular allowance of 61. 6s. id. a year. Then
comes the accountant's own allowance of twenty five marks, which at
p. 20 are translated into 16/. 16s. id. (either a clerical or a printer's
error), though rightly given as 1GZ. 18s. id. elsewhere. Then 26J. 18s. id.
is allowed him for the keepership of Bothesay Castle; while John Huntar,
keeper of the does of the island of Cumbrae, has an allowance of twenty
shillings a year and two chalders of oats. Information like this is
valuable in its way; but to print it over and over again in a huge volume
just because it reappears again and again in the same set of rolls is
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